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of late between the Clergy and Laity, 


— 


vith reſpect to Tythes and ſmall Dues, 

made me reſolve to beſtow a little * 
ES Time in me reading of ſuch Books, as L 
could procute on that Subject; that 1 
might be able to ſatisfy my own Judgment, as to thoſe 
Rights, which are generally claimed by the Clergy 3 
and ſo, with a clear Conſcience, either vigorouſly op- 
poſe their Demands, or chearfully comply with them. 
In the Courſe of my Reading, (as an help to my 


Memory) I choſe in ſome Places to make literal Ex. 


tracts from the Authors I met with, and in others a- 
bridged ſuch Arguments, and noted doumn ſuch Mat- 
ters of Fact, as appeared to me to be of any Moment, 
with regard to the right Deciſion of the Points in Que-„ 
ſtion: I have ſince ſelected from the whole, ſuch as 
ſeemed to me moſt material, and have put them into 
ſome kind of Method; and, after having. wei the 
Arguments and Obſervations on each Side, 'do-freely 
acknowledge, that I have received Satisfaction in ſe- 
veral Points, where I was before doubtful; tho? at the 
ſame Time, it muſt be allowed, that there are ſome 
Difficulties in others, which I am not able to clear up 
r th 
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. Ko gr Nano ode nent. aber, 
re give you ce 20 
h contributed to my own Satisfaction. 
I find then, that Tythes, or the Tenth Parts of our 


|  _ Subſtance, have been looked upon, in the Opinion of 


ment. 


many learned Men, as originally of divine Appoint- 


In Support of this Ry th produce Inſtan Inſtan 
of Tythes, Cas well perſo ho Lc ial) bei N 
by the Patriarchs, and by Men of wy 10 cgi 
the Law of Moſes was given to the Fews ; — alſo by 
eee Nations, that we have any Hiſto- 


es of, | 

8 ie de @ early r 
R its Origin to nothing leſs, 

than ſome particular and poſitive Revelation, made by 

God to our firſt Parents, angh by them e daun 
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ther Opinion, that — particular Iniunctions, 
| People in the Books of 
e, or imply, ſuch a prior 
Monkind ; and far- 
ar Rules about theſe Mat- 


— — ee eee | 


„En, however, in the» Opinion of others, this got 
being allowed for ftria Demonſtration, but only a 
probable Inference, drawn from the Uſage and Prac- 
uce of foxraer Times, and the Analogy of God's Laws; 
and there being no expreſs Injunction in the New Teſ- 
8 * appointing, that e of 8 
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„ ſhould be every where paid to the Mini- 
Goſpel ; there are ſome learned Men, 

argue on the other Hand, that there is no parti- 

culat Method (whether by Tythes or otherwiſe) now | 
exjoined to Chriſtians, for the Support of Chriſt's Mi» 
niſters 3 but only ſome general Declarations, that 


andthat, * 2s they, who miniſter about holy Things, live 
6 of the Things of the Temple, md they we wait at 
<« the Altar, are Partakers with the Altar, even th - 
<<. the Lord ordained, that they, who preach ti Goſpel, ' 
60 ſhould live of the Golpel '” Which general Declara- 
| tions, in their Opinion, imply no more, than that a ſuffi- 
cient Maintenance ought to be provided for the Mini- 
ſters of the Gdſpel ; ſo as, that they may not be entang- 
led with the Cares of this Life, nor be under any Neceſ- 
ſity of having their Time and Thoughts taken up, with 
making a temporal Proviſion for themſelves, or their 
Families; but may have the more Leiſure to attend on 
that Miniſtry, which is, and _—_ always to be, 1 
main Buſineſs and principal Concern. | 
No, ſuch a Obligation as this, I find, is oh 
lowed by moſt Writers on this Subject ; and they look 
6 
as from the Injunctions to be found 
in the 1," — of the New Teſtament. And ac- 
cordingly Hlftories inform us, that almoſt all Nations, 
_— have ſet a-part ſome Perſons to Mi- 
p ary the Worlhipof God and the Service of Rel | 
ve always appropriated, either Tythes, 
comp — for chewed Maintenance : * 
find in fad, Fu eee 
- _ fully PER of their Obligation to this 
_ that they ch not think it enough freely to provide 8 | 
Maintenance for thoſe who miniſtred to them, but, n 
ſome ſpecial Occaſions, and in the heighth of their Zeal, 
W 3 
8 cer, 
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Feet, to be diſpoſed of, by them, for the common 
Service and Support of the Chriſtian Society. And, 
in proceſs of Time, as the Chriſtian Religion prevail - 
ed among the ſeveral Nations of the World, we find 
them, firſt, by voluntary Donations, and afterwards 
7 ſpecial Laus and Edicts, in every Country, eſta- 
iſhing ſome ſettled and fixed Funds, for the Support 
of the Miniſters of Chriſt ; and not ſeldom, by parti- 
cular Grants and Charters, indowing them with pecu- 
liar Privileges and Immunities, to them and their Suc- 
 ceflors for ever. Theſe Donations conſiſted of Goods 
and Chattles, or Lands,” or Tythes: Tythes were ge- 
nerally a Part of them; either from a Notion, that 
Tythes were originally of divine Appointment, or in 
Imitation of, and Conformity to, the Practice and 
Uſage of former Times. 
The Matters of Fact here will admit of no Diſpute; 
the Hiſtories of moſt Nations confirm them; and our 
own fully and clearly make them out. 
Now without pretending to determine, whether 
God's Miniſters have a divine Right to Tythes, inde- 
pendently of any Grant from the Civil Powers; accord- 
ing to the Notions of ſome: Or whether they have on- 
ly a divine Right to a ſufficient Maintenance; but that 
Maintenance left at large to every Chriſtian State, to 
be provided for them, in ſuch Proportion, and by ſuch 
Methods, as that State ſhall judge moſt proper and 
expedient, according to the Opinion of others: Yet 
when once any State hath preſcribed the particular 
Manner, or the particular Rate, or Quantity, which 
every Member of that State ſhall contribute towards 
their Maintenance and Support ; from that Moment 
there is laid an Obligation on every Man's Conſcience, 
honeſtly and fairly to ſet out, and pay his Quota, or 
Proportion, in the Manner thus ſettled: And any 
Man's with-holding it, in ſuch a Caſe, is allowed to be, 
not only, an Act of poſitive Injuſtice, and a manifeſt 
Breach of this particular human Ordinance; but alſo 
ol that general divine Law, both of Nature and the 


- * 


Goſpel, which injoins a competent Maintenance for 
the Miniſters of Religion: In the ſame Manner as the 

defrauding the King of any particular Tax or Duty, 
is allowed to be, not only a Breach of that particular 
Statute, which injoins ſuch Tax or Duty; but alſa of 
that general Law of God and Nature, which commands 
us to render unto Cæſar the Things which be Cz/ar's, 
as well as unto God, the Things which be God's. 
For, if it ſhould be granted, that the Goſpel and 
Law of Nature only require in general, a Maintenance 
to be provided for the Miniſters of Religion, but at 
the ſame Time leave it to every State and Kingdom 


do determine the particular Manner of raiſing that 


Maintenance; yet whenever any State or Kingdom 
ſhall determine this Matter, it is then as much due by 
the Laws of God, as if God had particularly determined 
it himſelf : In like Manner, as when an Act of Par- 
liament is made for the raiſing of a certain Tax, and 
it is left to certain Commiſſioners to aſſeſs every Man's 
particular Quota, or Proportion of that Tax; that 
which the Commiſſigners do ſo aſſeſs, is as much due 
by that Act, as if it had been particularly ſpecified, 
and in expreſs Terms ſet down therein. | 
And therefore whatever that particular Maintenance _ 
be, which is provided by the Legiſlature of any Coun- 
try for the Miniſters of Religion, it ought in Conſcience 
to be honeſtly complied with by all the Inhabitants of 
that Country : And whoever fails in the Payment of 
his 1 GN is guilty of a Breach of 90 
gener W O „as well as of that particular Law 
of the Land he lives in. pl 1 
Theſe Things then being univerſally allowed by al- 
moſt all Writers of any Note on this Subject, it may 
be of uſe, to enquire, what particular Proviſion has 
been made from Time to Time, within theſe King- 
doms, for the Support and Maintenance of the Mini- 
ſters of Chriſt's Religion. ere 
And to this Purpoſe it will be found, that ſoon af- 
ter the Converſion of our Saxon Anceſtors to the F522 
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ſtian Religion,” the King, with his Lords and People, 
gave Tythes to their new Paſtors. In the Vear 786, 
in the Council of Calcuth, all the great Men of Exgland, 
(as well Eccleſiaſtical, as Temporal) being convened, 
Ning Efwald, the Dukes, the Lords, the Senators, 
und the People, did all with one Conſent bind them- 
 felves by a folemn Vow to pay the Tythes to God. 
In 593 King Offa folemnly dedicated all his Tythes to. 
the Church. In 854 King Eibelwolph (who was Kin 
| of all England) in a great Council, made a lems 
| , Dedication, or Grant, of all the Tythes in England; 
and in the next Lear it was confirmed by a Temporal 
Law of the States, — * this Grant for ever. The 
ſame was allo afterwards in 878 confirmed by his Son 
= ang pp in goo by Edward the Son of Alfred — 
hen in 930 by Atbelſtan the Son of Edward. Then 

by Edmund the Brother of Atheltan in 940.—Then in 
967 by Edgar the Son of Edmund. —Then in 1009 and 
1012 by Eibelbert the Son of Edgar —Then in 1050 
by Edward the Confeſſor.— In 1076 William the Con- 
ror.— In 1102 Henry I.—In 1138 Stepben.—In 1173 
entry II. In 1200 Fobn. — Henry III. in the Magna 
Cbarta. Which great Charter has been confirmed 
in ſevetal ſucceeding Parlaments.“ Then by Henry 
VIII. and Edward VI. and ſome late Statutes in our 
own Times. | ; 

So that, in truth, I believe there will be very few 
Families found in the King's Dominions, who can 
make out ſo antient, fo clear, and ſo full a Title to 
their Paternal Eftates, as the Clergy may do to that of 
Tythes. And I find our ableſt Lawyers unrver- 
fally declaring, that every Pariſh-Miniſter has a Free- 
hold in Tythes; which is allowed to be as good as 
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All the Engl; Statutes prior to 2 Act (in zoth Henry 
VII) are binding in Jreland. And all the Statutes fince made in 
Zegland, and exprefsly naming Ireland, ot declaring that they ex- 
feud to all che King's Dominions, do bind Jreland. 


; 8 1 9 ]- 
any Tenure for Life, that any Layman hath. And if 
we conſider their Succefſion, this Freehold, being an- 
need to the Office for ever, conſtitutes them a Cor- 
poration, which can never die, or fail, ſo long as our 
Civil Conſtitution ſhall laſ tt. 
Thus far Tythes have been granted, and confirm- 
ed, in the general; but becauſe perſonal Tythes, 
Fees, and Offerings, have been much controverted 
of late, and the Right to them called in 8 11 
ſhall therefore for your further Satisfaction lay before 
you, what I have met with, particularly as to thoſe 
Oints -- * 8 7 * | 
As to the Reaſonableneſs of perſonal Tythes, they , 
ſeem to ſtand upon pretty much the ſame Foundation 
with that of Predial Tythes; for if Almighty God 
thought proper to reſerve from the Huſbandman, a 
Tenth part, or any other Proportion, of the Fruits of 
the Earth, in order to keep up in his Mind a Senſe of 
his Dependence ou Providence, for a Bleſſing on the 
Culture of the Ground and Labour of his Hands; is 
there not the ſame, or equal Reaſon, that Men of all o- 
ther Profeſſions ſhould be likewiſe taught their Depen · 
dence on him, by his requiring from them an acknow- 
ledgment of the like Proportion of thoſe Fruits, 
(whatever they be), which ariſe from his Bleſſing on 
theit reſpective Labours and Imployments? ; 
And 17 to this Obſervation, we find in Fact, 
that the firſt Inſtance of Tythes, which happen d to 
be recorded in Hiſtory, is of the Perfonal Kind. 
Abraham fuving paid to Melchiſedect, the Tythe or 
Tenth part of the Spoils which he had taken in War. 
And as to Chriſtian Writers, St. Ambroſe in the fourth 
Century alſo tells us, that Tythes are to be paid out 
of the Profits of Trade, as well as out of Corn and 
Wine; the Fruits of Trees and Product of Animals. 
And St. Auftin lays it down as a Rule, that Tythes 
ought to be paid out every thing, whereby Men live; 
not only- of the Fruits of the Earth, but alſo of their 
Imploythents; becauſe God gives them Ingenuity for 
LL JM: ill 4B tree 2 B | thoſe. 
£18 
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| thoſe Imployments, as well as his Bleſſing on the 
Fruits of the Earth: And therefore he earneſtly ex- 
horted all People to pay Tythes of the Profits which 
they made, either by Merchandiſe, or by Handicralt 
| Trades, | 1 2 | TT 4% 

In a Council held at Sevill in Spain in the Year 
390, there is a Decree, that every. Tradeſman ſhould 
pay Tythe out of the, Gains of his Trade, as well as 
the Huſbandman out of the Product of his Grounds; 


And Egbert Arch- Biſhoꝑ of Lort, in the, Canons 


collected by him for his Province in the Tear 330, 
lays it down as a Rule, that Tythes ſhould be paid 
out of all thoſe Imployments whereby Men gain their 
Livings, as well of the Gain of Merchandiſe, and 
FHandieraft Trades, as of other Things. ety 
And Charlemaigne in his Capitulars, in the Year 
789, emoins, that Men pay Tythes of their Labour, 
as well as of their other Subſtance. -. 
And in the Council of Arles, which was held in 
the Tear 813, it was Decreed, that every Man 
| ſhould offer to God the Tythe of his proper Labours. 
And in the Provincial Conſtitutions collected by 
Lyndwood, (which I'm told are the allowed Laws of 
theſe Kingdoms in Eccleſiaſtical Matters), there are 
two Conſtitutions of Robert de Winchelſey,' Arch-biſhop 
of Canterbury, injoining the Payment of Perſonal Tythes 
by all Artificers and Merchants out of the Gain of 
their Trades; and in like manner by (Carpenters, 
Smiths, Maſons, Weavers, Ale-Sellers, and all other 
(Operariis, that is) Handicraft Tradeſmen. And in 
the Decretals, 1195, it is injoined, that Tythes be 
paid, as of other things, fo alſo of Tradlee.. 
And in another Decretal 12 10, directed to the Biſhop 
of Eh, It is ordained, that of all things gained by 
Traffick, or made by Handicraft Trades, Tythes 
ſhall be paid, firſt deducting the Expences. 
And here it may be proper to obſerve, that the 
| Decretals of Popes, as far as they have been received 
and-approved by common Uſage in theſe En; 


Fad. 
and the Proyincial Conſtitutions of Archbiſhops, a: 
eed upon in their Conyocations, are allowed by our 
ivilians and Canoniſts to make up our Eccleſiaſtical 


cal nizance, are properly determinable: And 
as — as to theſe | 1+ hay they ever were, and 
ſtill are, of as much Force, as any other Laws of the 
Realm: And Tythes being of Eccleſiaſtical Cogni- 
zance, and by theſe Laws Perſonal Tythes being en- 
joined to be paid, as well as Predial ; conſequently 
they are altogether as much due by the Laws of the 

Land, as any other kind of Tythes. 
But to put this Matter beyond all doubt, it may be 
here further obſerved, that by the Laws of Edward 
the Confeſſor, which were collected by a Parliament 
choſen out of every County, and afterwards confirm- 
ed by William the Conqueror, and publiſhed as the 
ſtanding Laws of the Kingdom, we find, that Tythes 
are <njoined to be paid, ngt.only of the Product of the 
Ground, and of Animals, but alſo of Trade and 
Commerce, and of all Things which God ſhall give. 
And by a Statute in the time of Edward I. (circum- 
ſpefie agetis) and by another in the time of Edward 
it the Powers are required to-pay, not only the 
accuſtamed Tythes, but alſo the accuſtomed Offer- 
ings, Ohlations, and Obventions ; and it is alſo therein 
further Enacted, that in Suits for the Recovery ot 
them in the Eccleſiaſtical Courts, there ſhall; lye no 
Prohibition. Rate hegen 
And it may be here alſo further obſerved, that all 
the Eccleſiaſtical Laws, (as far as they are not contra - 
riant - or repugnant, to the Laws of the Land, or 
the King's Prerogative), are particularly confirmed 
by an Act of Parliament in the Twenty-Fifth of 
enry VIII. and are to continue in Force till a new 
Body of Eccleſiaſtical Laws ſhall be made and pub - 
hſhed purſuant to ſaid Statute, , 
And by the Twenty-ſeventh of Henry VIII. all the 
Ecclchaftical Laws as * as they relate to Tythes, 

2 4 a8 


Laws; according to which all Matters of Eccleſiaſti- 
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(as well Perſonal as Predial) with Oblations, and Of-. 
terings, are fully confirmed and declared to continue 
in Force, tbro' all his Majeſty's Dominions, till the afore · 
ſaid new Body of Fodleſiaſfical Laws ſhall be Made 
and © Publiſhed. - Which ſaid new Body of Esccleſi- 
aſtical Laws hath not yet been made and publiſhed; 
conſequently the former are ſtill in their full Force. 
And by the Thirty-ſecond of Henry VIII. not on- 
3 of all Kinds, but alſo Obla tions, and Of- 

rings, are ordered to be paid according to cuſtom, 
thronghout all his Realme. 

And by the Second and Third of Edward VI. which 
alſo extends to Ireland, the two laſt Statutes are 
confirmed, and Payment required, not only of Tythes 
of all Kind, but alſo of accuſtomed Offerings: And 
in particular the Right to perſonal Tythes is confirmed 
therein in expreſs Words. doo 

And the it may ſeem tedious yet it may be of uſe to 

ve you here the very words of the Statute; ** And be 
* it alſo further Enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, 
* that every Perſon exerciſing Merchandiſe, Bargain- 


ing and Selling, Cloathing, Handicraft, or other 


Art or Faculty, being ſuch kind of Perſons, and in 


 *. ſuch Places, as} heretofore within theſe forty Years 


« have accuſtomably uſed to pay ſuch perſonglT ythes 
«or of Right ought to Pay, (other than fuch as 
© cornimon Dee ſhall Yearly, at or before 
*' the Feaft of Eaſter, pay for his perſonal Tythes 
the Tenth part of his clear Gains ; his Charges and 
«© Expences, according to his Eſtate, Condition, or 
«© Degree, to be therein abated, allowed and deducted. 
© Provided always, and be it Enacted, that in all fuch 
«© plates, where Handicrafts Men have uſed to pay 
* their Tythes within theſe forty Years, the fame Cuſ- 
* tom of Payment of Fythes is to be obſerved, and to 
continue; any thing, in this Act to the contrary 
* notwithſtanding.” 5 | 8 
So that, by this Statute, you may obſerve, in the 
firſt Place, that all ſuch Kind of Perſons, and in ſuch 
Places, as had within Forty Tears uſually paid Jr; 
onal. 
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ſonal Tythes, are enjoined to pay a Tenth Part of 
their clear Gains; And in the ſecond Place, all ſuch 
kind of Perſons, as of Right ought to pay perſonal 
Tythes, are likewiſe enjoined to pay the Tenth Part 
of their clear yearly Gains; and both are to pay the 
ſaid Tenth Part of their ſaid Gains, on or before the 
Feaſt of Eaſter in every Year. | 

And by this Statute, the Eccleſiaſtical Courts are 
alſo required to enforce the due Payment thereof; 
but nevertheleſs with the aforeſaid Saving, or Pro- 
viſo, for all ſuch Handicrafts Men, as had for forty- 
Years before paid any kind of Modus or Compoſition 
for their faid perſonal Tythes; that ſuch Men, ſhould 
not pay the Tenth Part of their clear yearly Gains, 

as in the aforeſaid Clauſe, but ſhould only continue 
to pay them, according to ſuch Modus or Cuſtom, as 
had obtained for the forty Years preceding. 

Now it is obvious to every Body, that the Right of 
the Clergy to perſonal Tythes, is as fully and clearly 
confirmed in this Statute, as Words can well do it : 
Namely, that all ſuch as have for forty Years paſt 
paid any kind of Magus or Compoſition, in lieu of 


their perſonal Tythes, ſhall continue to Pay, only, 
e to that Modus or Cuſtom ; but that all ſuch 
kind of Perſons, as had uſually paid perſonal Tythes, 
or of Right ought to pay them, ſhall pay the Tenth 
Part of their clear yearly Gains. 

But yet it hath happened, by a Clauſe in the ſaid 
Statute, (the Conſequence of which does not feem to 
have been then foreſeen,) that the Clergy have been 
in effect deprived of the Benefit of this Right: For 
the uſual Method which had hitherto obtained for aſ- 
1 the Value of any Man's perſonal Tythes, 
(in ſuch Places where no Modus, or Compoſition pre- 


vailed), was, by citing the Party, before the Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Judge, and there obliging him upon Oath to 
ſet forth his clear Gains: But this, thro' the Selfiſh- 
neſs of Men, and Corruption of the Times, was be- 
come a great Temptation and Inlet to Perjury ; and 

1% * Os therefore, 
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therefore, to-prevent the Growth of ſo heinous and 


ſcandalous a Crime, it was thought adviſeable, to add 
a Clauſe to the ſaid Statute, that hereafter the Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Judge ſhould only examine the Party him- 
ſelf, by all lawful and reaſonable Means, except 
his own corporal Oath. of | 

The Effect of which has been; that it being diffi- 
cult to prove any Man's clear Gains in Trade, unleſs 
by his own Oath z and the Power of requiring ſuch 
Oath being taken from the Eccleſiaſtical Judge in this 
Matter ; the Clergy, on Account of ſuch Difficulty, 
"have been in ſome Places obliged to accept of very 


moderate Compoſitions, in lieu of ſuch perſonal 


Tythes; and in others have entirely dropp'd the De- 
mand; tho? their Right and Title to ſuch Perſonal 
Tythes, continues to this Day (both by the Eccleſi- 
aſtical and Statute Laws) the ſame as ever.. 

Thus in many Places Compoſitions have been made 
with ordinary Tradeſmen, at ſo low a Rate as one 
Shillingin the Year; with Shopkeepers and Merchants 
at Two Shillings and Sixpence : And in other places 
I find. they pay nothing at all, Thus alſo in ſome 


Enden the Value of perſonal Tythes has 


been rated, and a Com poſition ſettled, in proportion 
to the value of the Yearly Rents of the Houſes therein, 


Thus I find that in ſome Towns in England they 


pay three Shillings in the Pound; in others, Two 


Shullings and Nine-pence, in others, Two. Shil- 


lings and Six-pence, Two Shilli One  Shil- 
ling, and Six-pence, and in ſome only One Shilling. 


And frequent Diſputes alſo ariſing about theſe 


ompoſitions, or Methods of Ratcing their perſonal 
 Tythes, I find that the Parties concerned have ſome- 
times agreed to ſubmit. their Diſputes to the Arbitra- 
tion of Perſons mutually choſen for that Purpoſe; and 
that Awards have been thereupon made by fuch 
Arbitrators. -_ SR 

Thus was there an Award made, in a formal Man- 


ner, for the City of Norwich, of Two Saen 10 


| . 
a 1 15 1 13 nens 1 
x by King Charles 1 But by the 
breaking out of the great Rebellion ſoon after, it 
was prevented from taking Effect. Thus Awards have 
been made by W of Canterbury for the 
ſeveral Pariſhes in the Town of Canterbury, by a Rate 
of two Shillings and fix Pence in the Pound Rent, 
except one Which pays two Shillings and nine Pence. 
And thus alſo Awards were made by King James I. 
and King Charles. I. for the eſcheated Counties in the 
Province of Ulſter ; and not only predial Tythes, but 
alſo mixed and perſonal Tythes, with other Fees, 
Dues, and Offerings, were all aſcertained by Tables 
of Tythes, ſet forth for that Purpoſe. And in ſome 
Places it will be — e 27 mr hath 
thought proper to in x e uſe of it's Au; 
thority, — ſome Occaſions, to aſcertain both the Rate 
to be paid, and alſo the Method of Recovery; as in 
London, Dublin, and ſome other conſiderable Cities 
„„ OE TY 1 
But in moſt Places the Payment of perſonal Tythes, 
or even of any Rate or Compoſition for them, is going 
every Day more and more into Diſuſe; the Laity re- 
fuſing to pay the tenth part of their clear Gaing, or 
even any ſmall Compoſition for it; and the Clergy 
gradually dropping their Rights, on account of the 
Expence of carrying on fach uits, and the little 
Proſpect there is of their ſu ing in them. 
By this Means the Clergy, in all Vicarages, and in 
many Town. Pariſhes, are already. reduced to a very 
mean and inſufficient” Support, though their Right 
and Title is ſuppoſed by the Laws of the Land to 
be as good as ever, the Laws are plainly on their fide, 
and give them a Title to perſonat Tythes, accuſtomed 
Fees, Oblations and Offerings Nor can it be ſaid, 
that their Right to them depends merely, or ſolely, on 
Cuſtom. It is indeed Cuſtom (originally founded on 
ſome Compoſuion, or Agreement) which is now, to 
thew the Quantum of many of them, and to aſcertain 
the Time and Manner of paying them; but the Right 


to 
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to and Paytnerit of them is ſecured hy (e- 
veral expreſs Laws, both Eccleſiaſtical and Statute ? 
And yet the Clergy are in Effect deprived of the Be- 
nefit of this Right. Here then there muſt be, either, 
a Defect in the Laws themſelves, or an Error in the 
received Interpretation of them, or a Failure in the 
Execution of them; in any of which Caſes the Re- 
2 only be expected from the Legiſlators them - 

ves . SALES | 4 * ö N 67 7 

'The Toteration Acts, (both in England and Ireland) 
ſeem to have guarded againſt an Abuſe, which might 
naturally enough have been expected to ariſe from the 
Indulgence” therein granted to Diſſenters: And ac- 
cordingly Care was taken (by an expreſs Provifoe) to 
let them know, that they muſt not expect to be there- 
by exempted from the Payment of Tythes, or other 
parochial Duties, or any other Duties to the Church, 
or Miniſter. "A Liberty is indeed granted them, to 
have alt the Miniſterial Offices performed by Perſons 
of their own chuſing; but, at the ſame Time, the Fee, 
or Parochial Duty is intended to be ſecured to the 
eſtabliſhed Pariſh- Miniſter. ” And indeed they them- 
ſelves ſeemed to be contented, with this Indulgence 
for {&veral Years, without looking on the Payment of 
the parochial Fees and Duties, as any great Hardſhip 
or 


tevance * But ſo much is their Merit and Im- 
portance of late magnified in their own Eyes ; and fo 
contrary to the Privileges of Chriſtians and Free Men 
do they look upon any impoſed parochial Tax or Duty 
to be; that they now think it an unreaſonable and 


N 


oppreſſtve Thing to . e ea it of them 


Puhis tHerefore requires ome Remedy, and "ſeems 


Legiflature ' n! 1 * ' 
A Remedy has been indeed already provided for 
ſeveral} Things by the Statute of the'x7th.and 18th. of 


to call for fome Explication from the Hands of the 


Cbarls II. by Which a Truft was Tepofed in our 
Chief Cop etnor and Coiiticil, and a Method propoſed 
for” ſetting a Maintenance fot A 5 


4 1 
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Dublin, and other Cities, and Corporate Towns. Bur 
ſuch a Regulation be wanted in many other 
Places alſo, I have not heard, that it has yet taken 
| os in many of thoſe Corporate Towns, to Which 
the Truſt extends. | 
oe like was alſo intended more univerſally in thoſe 
Statutes, which were made for the more eaſy Recovery 
of Tythes and Eccleſiaſtical Dues and Offerings 
of ſmall Value: But theſe Statutes 1 a 69 
Matters, and putting an end. to Diſputes, have 
ing means of the DT Proviſoes and Exceptions in 
them)rather ſerved to create ne Doubts, and to mul- | 
tiply .Law-fuits. And in particular the laſt Statute 
about cuſtomary Dues has furniſhed the People 
with a dale handle to. enter into Combinations 
and Confederacies, in ordet to deprive the Eſtabliſhed - 
Miniſter of every part of his legal Maintenance: The 
viſible Effect oy par is, that bend of quietly pay- 
ing any thing to our Clergy, they ſeem now diſpoſed 
to pay y nothing at all. 
ere then there ſeems to he a proper Occaſion for 
the Legiſlature to interpoſe univerſally, as well as the 
have already done with reſpect to ſome particular 
things and p es: And ſince moſt of the Inconve- 
niences complained of, have, either, taken their Riſe, 
or gathered Strength, from particular Clauſes, in par- 
ticular Statutes, (though contrary to the Intention of 
our Law-makers) therefore it will require the ſame 
Authority, to apply an adequate Remedy to them. 
And if it ſhall appear reaſonable to them, and 
7 . Laws and Uſages, that Perſons 
ployments ſhould contribute to the . 


port of — as well as the laborious 

then let them in their Wiſdom deviſe ſome — 
Method, whereby ſuch Tythes ſhall be fairly 
Rated and Valued, and the Payment thereof be mada 
more general and effectual, and the legal — 


more 2 than it is at preſent. 


Ln * 
= And indeed ſome Remedy of @ like Nature ſeeme 
alſo to be neceſſary, with 1 even to predial 
Tythes : for there is at preſent ſuch a Spirit raiſed. 
againſt the Clergy, that ths People now vye with one 
another who hal 4diftreſs them moſt, and who ſhall 
throw the greateſt Difficulties in their way, ſo as to 
| render their Tythes of as little Value to them as ig 
poſſible: and even after they have been with Difficult 

| colletted, and at a vaſt Expence, fome Perſons have 
deen found ſo ill dif ſed, as to threaten, and ſome- \ 
times actually to ſer Fire to them. 

This furious Zeal againſt the Eſtabliſnment is now 
raiſed to ſo great a height, that in order to allay it, it 
will require not only the Concurrence of the Legiſla« 
ture in forming good Laws, but alſo'the Conntenance 
of the Gentlemen in the Country in ſeeing them 
well executed: without which the beſt Laws wi - 
have no more Effect than a dead Lettet. But 
Gentlemen be perſuaded, that it is their Intereſt, as 
well as Duty, to ſupport the Eſtabliſhment ; and for 
' this Purpoſe would expreſs a ſincere * q toy ov 
Clergy, upon all proper Occaſions, not on 

ying their own Tythes and Dues, but * ol by her 
xample and Influence encouragi etianty 
and Neighbours to do the rai here es be 
then ſome reaſon to hope, that the preſent Spirit of 
Diſs might by degrees ſubſide ; and all vexatiouly 

Diſputes in ſome * give way to Peace and N 


My. 

2 ſorry to be obliged to mention it; but it is 
too plain to be deny d; that ſome of our Clergy, by 
the Immorality a their Lives, and others, by the 
neglect of their Cures, have brought a Scandal rely oi 
the Profeſſion, and have themſelves thus 
550 for the Clamours that have been raiſed 2 
enf, and the Ill- uſage they have ſometimes met ich: 
ut at the ſame time, it is certainly hard, that the 
whole Order ſhould ſuffer, for the Faults of à few; 
ir that the ſober, laborious, and pains-taking Clergy- 
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mari ſhould Aud the fame; kind of Treatment, with 
the Idle, Slothful or Debauched. | 

_ Whilſt Men are Men, the Paſſions of Na- 
ure will operate; and not only human Frailties 
will be 
Vices, to which human Nature is ſubject, will ſome- 
times break out, through all the Reſtraints of the 
moſt Religious Character. There is at this Time 8 


55 DN e 
on 


Ranks and Orders of Men; the Con 
ſpread itſelf every where, and hath r upon the 

Clergy, as well as the Laity. 

As therefore ſome Methods are neceſſarily to be 
taken, in order to bring back the People to a Senſe 
of their Duty; ſo alſo' will it be proper, that the 
Clergy ao icky += to a more regular Diſcharge 
of tir Fu d to this End nothing ſeems 
more likely” to he ectual, than a R 
and prudent Caution, in the Diſpoſal « "Benefices 
If Patrons would confer no Benefices on any Perſons, 
but ſuch as were of approved Conduct, and unexcep- 
tionable Character; of diſcreet Judgment, as well as 
competent Learning; ſuch Perſons being governed 
by good Senſe, actuated by Conſcience, would 
always do Honout to Religion, and Service to the 
Publick, and ſeldom ftand in need of human Laws 
to inforce the Performance of their Duty. But, if, 
notwithſtanding all the Care and Caution of the maſt 
ſcrupulous Patrons, ſome Perſons ſhould get into the 
Church, who may afterwards prove deficient in the 

Conduct of their own Lives, as well as in the feedi 
of the Flock committed to their Care: In all ſich 
Caſes, let the preſent Laus be put in force againſt 
them; and, if the Laws in being are not ſufficient for 
the Purpoſe, let new oneg be deviſed ; and alſo a more 
ſtrict Execution of them be injoined ; ſo as to com- 

| ſuch Men, more effectually to diſcharge the 

ties - incumbent upon them. But let not an Order 
of Men, cſtabliſhed 2 pak wiſe, and Chriſtian Prin- 
cipleg, 


in every Profeſſion) in Life ; hut al@ the 


- 
: 
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ciples, and many of them highly uſeful to the Com- 
— be treated ob „ licentious Men, 
or unjuſtly and violently deprived of that decent Sup- 
ö port which our Anceſtors provided for them, and our 
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